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Pär Cassel 
 

http://sitemaker.umich.edu/cassel 
 

Assistant professor (starting Sept. 2006) 
Department of History, University of Michigan 

 
1658 Haven Hall     Phone: 734-647-4868 
435 S. State St.      Fax: 734-647-4881 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1003    e-mail: cassel@umich.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Harvard University 
Ph.D., History 
 
Stockholm University 
Magister of Sinology (equivalent of five 
years of a BA/MA program) 

Cambridge, MA 
June 2006 

 
Stockholm, Sweden  

January 1996 
 

 
DISSERTATION 
 
“Rule of Law or Rule of Laws: Legal Pluralism and Extraterritoriality in Nineteenth 
Century East Asia” 
 
Thesis Advisors: Professors Philip A. Kuhn, Andrew Gordon, William P. Alford 
 
 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Excavating Extraterritoriality: The ‘Judicial Sub-Prefect’ as a Prototype for the Mixed 
Court in Shanghai.” Late Imperial China 24, no. 2 (2003): 156-82. 
 
“Explaining ‘the Republic of China.’” The Stockholm Journal of East Asian Studies 8 
(1997): 15-40. Annotated translation of Zhang Taiyan’s “Zhonghua minguo jie,” Minbao, 
no. 15 (5 July 1907). 
 
“The Japanese Legacies of Ming Taizu.” In Long Live the Emperor: The Uses of the 
Ming Founder across Six Centuries of East Asian History, edited by Sarah Schneewind. 
Society for Ming Studies, forthcoming. 
 
“Extraterritoriality.” In Benjamin, Thomas, ed. Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism 
since 1450. 3 vols. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007. 
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JOURNALISTIC PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Den cinnoberröda penselns makt - En inblick i Kinas gamla arkivskatt,” [Under the 
Spell of the Vermillion Brush: A Short Survey of China's Ancient Archives.] 
Kinarapport, no. 4 (2005): 60. 
 
“Så styrdes Kina under kejsartiden – Strövtåg genom Pingyaos yamen.” [How China was 
Governed during the Late Imperial Period: Wanderings through the Pingyao yamen.] 
Kinarapport, no. 4 (2004): 62-69. 
 
“Kunskap och makt: Japansk sinologi och kinaforskning före 1945.” [Knowledge and 
Power: Japanese sinology up to 1945.] Kinarapport, no. 2 (2004): 24-26. 
 
“Officiell nationalism i Meijiperiodens Japan: Det kejserliga reskriptet om utbildning och 
uppfostran.” [Official Nationalism in Meiji Japan: On the Imperial Rescript of Education.] 
Orientaliska studier [Stockholm], no. 96-97 (1998): 9-20. 
 
“De kinesiska triaderna.” [The Chinese Triads.] In Världens Brott. Stockholm: 
Utrikespolitiska Institutet [The Swedish Institute of International Affairs], 1995. 
 
Kina vid vägskälet. [China at the Crossroads]. Skriftserien Utrikes 3. Stockholm: 
Utrikespolitiska Institutet [The Swedish Institute of International Affairs], 1995. 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Harvard University 
 

Cambridge, MA

Teaching fellow for “Sophomore tutorial: Historiographical Seminar in Modern 
International History” with Prof. Robert David Johnson, Spring Term 2005.  

Led two sections with a total of eight students. Graded response papers and final 
papers. 

 
Teaching fellow for “Sophomore tutorial: Historical Analysis” with Profs. Caroline 
Elkins, Robert Travers, Vincent Brown and Susan O’Donovan, Fall Term 2004. 

Led two sections with a total of nine students. Graded response papers and final 
papers. 

 
Teaching fellow for “The Cultural Revolution” with Prof. Roderick MacFarquhar, Spring 
Term 2003.  

Taught three sections with a total of 47 students. Graded papers for three sections 
and took part in the grading of midterms and final exams for the whole course, 
which had a total of 300 students. 

 
Head teaching fellow for “Tradition and Transformation in China” with Prof. Philip A. 
Kuhn and Prof. Michael Puett, Fall Term 2002. 

Fulfilled general administrative duties and maintained course webpage.  Taught 
one section with seven students. Graded response papers, final papers and exams. 
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Teaching fellow for “The Making of Modern South Asia” with Prof. Sugata Bose, Fall 
Term 2002. 

Taught one section with eight students. Graded response papers, final papers and 
exams. 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
2006 Yong K. Kim '95 Memorial Prize. Awarded by the East Asian Legal Studies 
Program at Harvard Law School in recognition of doctoral dissertation. 

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS 
 
Harvard University Graduate Society Dissertation Completion Grant 2005-06 
Reischauer Institute Graduate Summer Research Grant 2005 
Urban China Research Network, Small Grant 2003 
Reischauer Institute Supplementary Dissertation Grant 2003 
GSAS Merit Fellowship, Harvard University 2003 
Japanese Government Monbusho Scholarship 1998-2000 
Sino-Swedish government scholarship for language study in China 1993-94 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
American Historical Association 
Association for Asian Studies 
Föreningen Auktoriserade Translatorer (Federation of Authorized Translators 
in Sweden) 
 
 
RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Embassy of Sweden     Beijing, People’s Republic of China 
Assistant Sinologist      1996-97 
 
 
CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PARTICIPATION 
 
“Extrality in Reality: Conflicting Interpretations of Consular Jurisdiction in China and 
Japan.” Paper presented at Partial Sovereignties: A Workshop, Columbia University.  
       

New York, 7 April 2006. 
 
“Executing Extraterritoriality: Sino-Japanese Relations under the Treaty of Tianjin, 1871- 
95.” Paper presented at the Chinese Cities in Transition: The Next Generation of Urban 
Research: Part 4.        

Shanghai, 9 July 2005. 
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“Executing Extraterritoriality: Sino-Japanese Relations under the Treaty of Tianjin, 1871- 
95.” Paper presented at the Fifth Annual Harvard Graduate Student Conference on 
International History (ConIH).     

Cambridge, MA, 18 March 2005. 
 
“Koga Tōan, Suppositions on Naval Defense and the Opium War Debate.” Seminar paper 
presented at the Harvard Graduate Student Conference for Japanese Studies. 

                                                       Cambridge, MA, 16 March 2002. 
 
“The Judicial Sub-prefect as a Prototype for the Mixed Court in Shanghai.” Seminar 
paper presented at the Annual Conference of the New England Association for Asian 
Studies.                                                                       Williamstown, MA, 14 October 2001. 
 
Invited Discussant, “Chinese Capitalists and Japan during the Republican Period: Rivalry 
and Dependence” by Prof. Parks M. Coble. Workshop organized by the European 
Institute of Japanese Studies on the Chinese-Japanese Relationship. 

                                                                    Stockholm, Sweden,17-19 August 2000. 
 
“The Japanese, the Opium Wars and the Unequal Treaties 1839-95.” Paper presented at 
the Second Tamkang-Stockholm International Conference, Tamkang University. 
                                                                                          Tamsui, Taiwan, November 1999. 
 
RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
 
Graduate Student Associate Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard 
University. 2002-03, 2004-present 
 
Advanced research student Institute of Qing History, Renmin University, Beijing.  
 March -June 2004 
 
Foreign researcher, Department of Oriental History, Tokyo University. October 2003 – 
March 2004 
 
Contributing Translator, Mao’s Road to Power, Volume VIII. Edited by Professor Stuart 
R. Schram. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe (forthcoming).  
 
Research Assistant, Professor Sven Beckert, “The Empire of Cotton: A Global History,” 
2001-2. 
 
Research student  Kanazawa University, Japan. 1998-2000 
 
Chinese language student supported by Swedish-Chinese bilateral scholarship. Nanjing 
University, People’s Republic of China. 
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LANGUAGES 
 
Swedish (fluent), Chinese (fluent) and Japanese (excellent). Reading knowledge of 
Classical Chinese, Classical Japanese, Danish, Norwegian, French, German, and Manchu. 


